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DON’T CRAMP
YOUR STYLE!
Warm-up exercises for performers

You should get into the habit of doing at least 20 minutes of warm-up exercises
every working day. These exercises are beneficial for all performers, whether you
are practising/rehearsing or performing. Think of yourself as a ‘performance’
athlete; you need to prepare yourself physically.

The first eight exercises should ideally be done sitting down. When doing these
exercises, stretch as far as you can without straining or inducing any pain. Do
each exercise 3–5 times, breathing slowly and deeply throughout. For the standing
exercises, make sure your feet are firmly on the ground but don’t lock your knees,
otherwise you will create problems in your back. If there is any pain, STOP, and
discuss this with a healthcare professional.
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1. Head turns
• Turn your head to one
side and then the other.

4. Shoulders
• Shrug and
release
shoulders, then
roll them
forwards and
backwards
through a full
circle.

3. Back twist
• Sitting down and with your arms
crossed over your chest, twist
your back from side to side.

2. Head tilts
• Tilt your head sideways
on both sides without
raising your shoulder.
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5. Forearms
• With your elbows by your waist,
bend (flex) your elbows to 90°.

7. Finger spread
• Slowly spread your
fingers as far apart
as you can, and
then bring them
back together. You
can also do this
exercise with your palms together.

9. Shoulders and upper back
• Bring your arms over your
head, hold your hands together
and stretch.

• With your elbows straight,
reach behind you and stretch
your arms.

10. Lateral stretch
• With your arms above
your head, take hold of
one wrist with your other
hand and pull it up and
to one side. Feel the
stretch in your side.

11. Lower back
• Against a support if possible, push thumbs
into lower back and arch backwards,
keeping knees straight and head forward.

12. Back
• Sitting on a chair or stool, let
your upper body fall forward
with your arms hanging at the
sides of your legs. Arch your
back fully from your head
down and feel the stretch in
your back.

6. Wrists
• Put your fingertips together
and try to bring your fingers
into contact along their
complete length. Don’t raise
or lower your elbows and
keep the palms of your
hands apart.

• Do the same thing with your knuckles together and
fingers down.

Rotate forearms first
inwards and then
outwards.

8. Hand
• Hold the back of one hand in the palm of your
other hand and bend it forward at the wrist.

• Then bend your wrist back keeping your fingers
and arms straight.
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