Open D tuning

In Open D, the open strings sound a D major chord:

String | Standard | Open D Alteration
6 E D Down tone
5 A A Same
4 D D Same
3 G F# Down semitone
2 B A Down tone
1 E D Down tone

LIV,V

In Open D tuning, we can form the |, IV and V chords with a barre across all
strings. This has advantages for slide playing in particular, but also regular guitar

playing.
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Check out Joni Mitchell’s “Big Yellow Taxi” for a great example of a song that
uses this. (Joni Mitchell is renowned for her use of open tunings!)



D major scale
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D minor pentatonic
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D major pentatonic
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These shapes from Em pentatonic (standard tuning) are now Dm pentatonic :-)
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Here's Dm pentatonic on strings 1&2 (looks like Em pentatonic in standard)
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Open D tuning: 1-string scales
(plus 2-string pentatonic)




EASY BLUES LICKS IN OPEN D

Lice 41
N ¢ 3 0 | N—
T 4 P 0 | — 4 > ——
) - C f ] C f ]
o | 1 3l |
U ! I
) ¢

Lice $2
( | | : S
= : — gl
A | 3 3 0 7l |
U I I
S (

Lice 43
) | S
ﬁq:ﬁiﬁ | | | g |
A ] A A 0 ]
[*} I' v 2 SN 7 'I
S (

Lice $4
) 19 [ ! ! \

T 12 12/ T T T

12 e 12 1 10 - a
- 12 I
L I I
¢ ¢

Lice 45
) 19 | ! ! A

. 12 12) . ! ! 12

412 — 12 11 10 Al
| 1 |
' | Al |
) ¢

(WWW.AUCKLANDGUITARSCHOOL.CONZ




RHYTHM GUITAR DEVICES

OPEN D TUNING

"CHock BeRRY” VARIATION

"CHoce Bepey” PATTERN
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"GOSPEL" STYLE BLUES RHYTHM
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D major triad (I)

Move string 4 note to string 1 Move string 4 note to string 6
! ! ! O !
3 5
(White note moved) (White note moved)
Move string 2 note to string 5 Move notes string 2 to 5, string 4 to 6
(White note moved) (White notes moved from original triad)

Triads in Open D Tuning
- Strings 2,3,4




OPen D TONING
(WITH TREMOLO EFFECT

FEELIN' BAD BLUES

(FROM "CROSSROADS"
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